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An Oration, Sc. 


| Tur joyful day has revolved up- 
on us, my Countrymen and Fellow citizens, which 
recovers to our thoughts a ſeries of events, not 
only intereſting to the feelings of every true 
AMERICAN, but which have arreſted the atten- 
tion of an aſtoniſhed world ! It is the birth day of 
our Nation, which brought her forth into a ſepa- 
rate political exiſtence, and gave her a diſtinguiſh- 
ed rank among ſiſter Kingdoms and Republics. 

O a day like this, which brings to our re- 
membrance a catalogue of all the leading circum- 
ſtances, which paved the way to our Indepen- 
dence, we cannot avoid being affected with very 
different ſenfations : We cannot forget our former 
injuries and reſentments, at the ſame time that we 
rejoice in the preſent happy ſituation of our coun- 
try ; and, with the moſt exhilarating emotions of 
mind, contemplate the rifing progreſs of our po- 
litical greatneſs and ſecurity. 

Wirz an accelerated motion of thought, we 
run over the ſeveral diſtinguiſhed periods which 
| ä have 
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have marked tlie road of Providence, and guided 
our unexperienced ſteps to the goal of political 
manhood and maturity. | 
THE bold hand of imagination draws a ſcene- 
ry which cannot fail to catch the attention of eve- 
ry contemplative mind. Aided by a magic pecul- 
iar to herſelf, ſhe rolls back the fun a century and 
an half—ſhe eraſes the feats of induſtry—ſhe de- 
moliſhes cities and temples, and exhibits to our 
view this wide extended country in it's native dreſs, 
rude, uncultivated, and without inhabitants. She 
preſents the fancy with here and there a ſavage 
hunter, while the woody mountains and dales are 
teeming before them with howling beaſts and poi- 
ſonous reptiles. Between this and the mother 
country, ſhe raiſes up to view a huge impervious 
ocean, and in her {tory magnifies the dangers of 
attempting to croſs it. Then ſhe diverts our at- 
tention by tempting the ambition and enterprize | 
of her heroes, with certain lucrative motives, to 
try the dangerous paſſage, and, if poſſible, form 
ſettlements in this unknown wilderneſs. But the 
all along leaves them unſucceſsful and makes their 
attempts abortive. At length ſhe varies the ſcene 
and gives us a picture of what perſecution can do: 
She ſo manages the ſtory of the High Church par- 
ty, and makes them ſo domincering and abuſive to 
the Diffenters, as to force them, for their own 
fafety, and for the ſake of enjoying their civil and 
religious liberties, to thruſt themſelves from the 
boſom of their native country, and commit their 
lives and' fortunes to the mercileſs ſeas. At this 
penod, 
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period, imagination aſcends her car and rides in 
penſive ſtate behind them. She fees them paſs 
through inexpreſſible toils, loſſes and ſufferings 
till a feeble and diſheartened few are allowed to 
ſet foot on the American ſhores. Here ſhe gives 
us a portrait of what Providence had done to make 
room for her ſtrangers, in ſweeping off the natives 
by a raging peſtilence ; and after committing her 
new-comers to the nurturing hand of Providence, 
imagination retires, and the ſtory becomes real! 
Real, did I fay ? It is all hitherto founded upon 
fact; but like other facts of a remote date, which 
lie neglected in the muſty page of the hiſtorian, it 
paſſes with us as a dream. We are too unmind- 
ful of the ways of God, whoſe wiſdom is con- 
ſpicuous in ordering the occaſion and means of 
emigration, in dividing to the nations their inher- 
itance, and determining the bounds of their hab- 
itation. . 
Bor the hiſtory of our own country is freſh 
in all our minds. And as we have advanced in 
thought to the beginnings of our ſettlement in 
this weſtern territory, we are now preſented with 
an open theatre on which a ſacceſhon of the moſt 
intereſting and important events have rapidly tak- 
en place. Our attention is no longer held to the 
firſt planting of our fore-fathers in this new world, 
or to the firſt ſtages of their political exiſtence ; 
but with pleaſure we trace their increaſe and pro- 
greſs till, under the royal patronage, farther ſet- 
tlements were encouraged, and they were formed 


into diſtin& corporations and colonies. Their lands 
were 
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were chartered to them, and conſtitutions were 
formed and guaranteed to them by the reigning 
king and his ſucceſſors, which defined the princi- 
ples of their diſtinct polities and governments. 
By theſe charters, our connexion with the 
King of Great Britain was, indeed, aſſerted and 
ſtipiflated ; but the prerogatives of the crown 
were limited, and the rights of the colonics aſcer- 
tained and ſecured. The King was to be acknow- 
ledged as our rightful ſovereign and liege lord; 
but we were not, by theſe conſtitutions, brought 
under the authority of the Britiſh houſe of Par- 
hament, We had elective aſſemblies and reprg- 
{entative bodies of our own, to frame our laws of 
juſtice and rules of political intercourſe. And not- 
withſtanding the efforts of reſtleſs power, which 
had an effect, in ſome inſtances, to mutilate and 
change our charters, in others, to vacate them, 
which occaſioned uneaſineſs and gave riſe to fre- 
quent remonſtrances; yet we were fo fortunate as 
to obtain thoſe redreſſes which ſtil] preſerved the 
idea of a mutual intereſt between the two coun- 
tries. 
UNDER theſe circumſtances our nation flour. 
iſhed, and we rapidly increaſed in numbers, wealth 
and military. force. From theſe ſmall beginnings, 
we became great, numerous, rich and powerful. 
Nature and the. hand of induſtry ſtored our coun- 
with all the neceſſaries for ſubſiſtence in a time 
of peace, and for defence in war. 
II this ſituation, our mother country being 
inſenſible of the maturity to which we had ad- 
| | vanced, 
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vanced, began to be Heeg only, of our riſing 
greatneſs. And to ſecure our future ſubjection, 
and ſhare our future wealth, ſhe adopted meaſures 
which thwarted the principles of our charters, 
and removed the great barriers of our freedom. 
Her claims became more and more exorbitant, 
and alaming to the ſpirits of Americans. Not 
content in abridging us in the freedom of our 
trade by what was called the navigation act, to 
which we had long reluctantly fubmitted, the par- 
liament at length formed a deſign to raiſe a revenue 
by an internal tax upon colonies ; and, as a firſt 
experiment, the ſtamp act was brought forward, 
which excited ſuch a general unggſineſs as ſoon to 
procure it's peal : Yet the PArfament took this 
occaſion to affert their own prerogatives, and de- 
clared that they had a right to make laws binding 
upon the colonies in all caſes whatever. This dec- 
laration was juſtly ſuppoſed to contain the effence 
of geſpotiſm. From this moment our hearts be- 
gan to be alienated from the parent country, and all 
our affairs took a moſt ſerious turn, We were 
prepared to make the moſt decided oppoſition to 
the ſubſequent oppreſſive acts of Parliament 
ſuch as impoſed duties upon tea, and other arti- 
cles of importation — ſuch as were deſigned to af. 
fect our internal policy te controul the powers 
of our corporate towns to mũtilate our judiciary 
ſyſtem, and alter our modes of trial, &e. 
| A PARTICULAR recital of theſe abuſes, and 

of the unreaſonable ſtrides of deſpotiſm, would 
neceſſarily carry me beyond the limits which I have 
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been obliged to preſcribe to myſelf, and, perhaps, 
only agonize the patience of this reſpectable Au- 
dience. Vour memories will ſupply the defect 
You will eaſily call to mind the meaſures adopted 
by the Britiſh King and Government to quaſh 
what they called the rebellion of Americans, and 
to enforce their own laws—the act for blocking 
up the harbour of Boſton, and the ſtationing of 
ſeveral regiments of regular troops in the 2 to 
tupport the Governor and his Officers in 
into eſfect the reſolutions of Parliament. Molt of 
us were witneſſes to the univerſal trepidation which, 
at that time, pervaded the country, and ſhook the 
breaſts of our greateſt heroes and politicians. 
Wx matters came to this emtremity, few 
as our means were, it was thought beſt to provide 
againſt the worſt. - Inventive neceſſity called forth 
the powers of the human mind, like the latent 
ſpar k from the flint, into action. She explored 
te abilities and reſources of the country, which, 
till then, had been hidden and unknown, like 
treaſures in the bowels of the earth. 

Bur no ſooner were the court of Britain in- 
formed of our policy, than orders were iſſued for 
deſtroying our magazines and military ſtores. An 
attempt of this kind was made on the nineteenth 
ot April, 1775, and the firſt battle at Lexington 
enſued. Here the tragic {tory of the war begins— 
here the door opens to thoſe ſcenes of devaſtation, 
blood and death, through which we have waded 
in the defence of our liberties, and which lay an 
infinite bond upon poſterity to defend them till 

time 
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time ſhall be no more! But I forbear: -I would 
not wound your feelings, -on this . day, by 
dwelling upon a ſubject fo 

Ir is, however, preſumed, whatever our ſen- 
ſations might then be, that it will quicken the 
grateful and joyous emotions of our hearts, on 
this occaſion, to recollect, that the truly patriotic 
ſons of Maſſachuſetts had che courage to repel force 
by force—that the fire of reſentment, quick as the 

eQric ſhock, ſpread itſelf through all the ſiſter 

colonies, gave impulſe to our united exertions, and 
made our oppoſition to tyranny ſucceſsful. Such 
a remarkable union took place through the whole, 
as clearly evinced a defign in Providence that we 
ſhould be free. Though never before bound by 
any particular focial compact, all the States, at 
once felt the fraternal tie ; our hearts, our intereſts 
and our councils were united to bear down the bul- 
warks of oppreſſion ; but even now the idea of 
INDEPEND DENCE did but begin to dawn in the 
minds of ſome few of our political fathers. | 

Berore the war actually broke out, we had 
ſelected ſome of the wiſeſt — moſt experienced 
of our Brethren to conſtitute a national council or 
Congreſs. Theſe ſage Patriots conducted with a a 


coolneſs, diſcretion and intrepidity ſuitable to the 


critical ſituation of the country and the confidence 

repoſed in them. Even after America's foil was 

ſtained with the blood of her ſons, they reſolved 

to try the effect of one petition more for peace, 

| and ſafety. But they were unſucceſsful in 

this, as they had been in former hs as of. 
B 


1 
che like kind. Thus it appeared, from a long ſe- 


ries of occurrences, that the way was prepared, 
and America ripened for a mighty change in her 


affairs, and means were not wanting to effect it. 
The conduct of Britain furniſhed the occaſion, 
and pointed out the road to our Independence, and 
Providence evidently called us to aſſume a new po- 
litical rank among the nations. 

ACCORDINGLY, on the ever memorable 


| fourth of Fuly *76, the American Congreſs laid 


the broad baſis of this then infant empire, which 
has ſince advanced to a more deſirable maturity. 
On the corner ſtone thereof we find this inſcrip- 
tion: We hold theſe truths,” ſay they, © to 
“ be ſelf evident, that all men are created equal; 
that they are endowed by their Creator with 
“ certain unalienable rights; that among theſe 


are life, liberty, and the purſuit of happineſs ; 


“that to ſecure theſe rights, governments are in- 


& ſtituted among men, deriving their juſt powers 
„from the governed; and that when any gov- 
& ernment becomes deſtructive of theſe ends, it 
& is the right of the people to alter, or aboliſh it, 


and to inſtitute a new government, laying its foun- 


dation on ſuch principles, and organizing its pow- 
& ers in ſuch form, as to them ſhall appear moſt like- 
ly to effect their ſafety and happineſs.” After 
ſome farther preamble, and a particular enumera- 
tion of the abuſes, and grievences which uſhered 


in the war, and gave the occaſion for Independ- 
ence, they come to the following declaration, 


which ought never to be obliterated from the 
minds 


— < 


Re 


minds of Americans: We therefore, the rep- 
„ reſentatives of the United States of America, 
„ in Congreſs aſſembled, appealing to the ſu- 
<« preme Judge of the world for the rectitude of 
« our intentions, do in the name of theſe Colo- 
<« nies, ſolemnly publiſh and declare, that theſe 
& United Colonies are, and of right ought to be, 
«© FREE AND INDEPENDENT OTATES : 

„ they are abſolved from all allegiance to the Bri- 
& tiſh Crown, and that all political connexions 
c between them and the State of Great Britain 
C is, and ought to be totally diflolved.” “ 

Tuus was the political birth of our nation 
uſhered in, and America ſeparated from the Mo- 
ther country, which had forgotten her children 
and become cruel like the Oftrich. 

Wx do honor to ourſelves in commemorating 
an event ſo intereſting and important in the ſcale 
of human affairs. The American revolution has 
juſtly been conſidered as forming one of the moſt 
diſtinguiſhed epochs in the hiſtory of mankind. — 
In its progreſs, it has been the. means of difſemi- 
nating juſt ſentiments of the rights of man, and 
of the nature of legitimate governments—lt has 
excited a ſpirit of oppoſition to tyranny in gener- 
al, and is likely to give a lead to univerſal liberty. 
It has furniſhed the world with a ſhort experiment 
of a Republican Government, founded upon 
principles more equitable and more liberal than a- 
ny before known.—lIt has prepared an affylum for 
the oppreſſed in every region of the earth, and 
laid the foundation of an empire which may be 
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the ſeat, not only, of freedom, but of ſcience 
and virtue. And may we not hope, that theſe 
bleſſings will, from hence, ſpread themſelves, till 
they become univerſal, and that ignominious 
„ f{lavery, which hath hitherto debaſed the world, 
is exterminated! 

SINCE the declaration of our Indepen FER 
ſince it hath been ſupported, and by — parent 
country acknowledged, we have had the rare and 
uncommon opportunity of entering into an orig- 
inal compact among ourfelves, and af framing a 
Conſtitution af Government, which unites the in- 
tereſts and ſubjects of the ſeveral States under 
. The Federal. Conſtitution has 
been the reſult of deliberation, and confirmed by . 
the free ſuffrages of the people. It was not, like 
the Conſtitutions of many. other nations, brought 
forward by artful and deſigning men, and propoſ- 
ed to the great body of the nation when their 
hearts were agitated with fear, or their minds pre- 
viouſly wrought upon by artifice, and prepared to 
receive any thing: But it was framed by wiſe 
men of our own. chooſing, and propoſed: to the 
free and leiſurely adoption of the ſeveral States, 
when under no ather annoyance than what aroſe 
from-the critical ſituation of the whole. 3) 

Since the adoption of this national charter, 
the adminiſtration has been entruſted to men cho. 
ſen by the people. It has had the effect to ſecure 
our Peace, to afford due encouragement to the 
exertions of genius, to ſcience in general, and to 
every uſeful manufacture. It has been effectual 


to 
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to quell turbulent inſurrections, and provide for 
the national defence. Arts and Sciences have 
greatly flouriſhed, and improved ſyſtems of edu- 
cation been adopted Agriculture, Commerce, 
and all uſeful manufactures have made a rapid pro- 
greſs towards perfection — and every induſtrious 
claſs of citizens been uncommonly proſperous. 
War may we not hope from our Federal 
Conſtitution if it be wiſely and faithfully adminiſt- 
ered. A confederacy between free States, as 
„ the American, may have advantages ſuperior 
« to any civiteſtabliſhment.” “ a republic be 
4 ſmall; ſays a great Politician,* it is deſtroyed 
„ by a foreign force; if it be large, it is ruined 
by an internal imperfection. This two fold in- 
convenience 18 remidied by a confederate repub- 
4 lio—a kind of afſemblage of focieties, which 
conſtitute a new one capable of increaſing by 
* means of new aſſociations. It was theſe aſſoci- 
5- ations that contributed ſo long to the 7 

* of: Greece, By theſe the Romans attacked the 
* univerſe ; and by theſe alone the univerſe 
4 mithiftood them. For when Rome was arrived 
* toherhigheſt pitch of grandeur, it was the af. 
& ſociations behind the Danube and the Rhine, 
4 aſſociations formed by the terror of her arms, 


4 tlaat enabled the Barbarians to reſiſt her.“ 


Ix purſuing the progreſſive ſteps of our na- 
tional 8 we have the pleaſure to look 
over à li the moſt diſtinguiſhed Sages, He- 
roes and Stateſmen that ever adorned the * 


Spirit of Laws. 
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of any Country, Theſe have been nurtured in 
the boſom of America, and ſucceſſively appeared 

upon the ſtage, and in the different departments 
of buſineſs, as the exigencies of the nation requir- 
ed. Time will not permit me to enumerate all the 
public characters, who have deſerved well of their 
country, and are intitled to the acknowledgments 
of a grateful people. Our hearts take a ſincere 
part in the whole aggregate of thoſe applauſes and 


_ grateful eulogiums which have been heaped upon 


our late illuſtrious Preſident and his Cotempora- 
ries, for their unremitted application, and  inde- 
fatigable attention to the public weal ; and for the 
important ſervices they have rendered their coun- 
try both in the field and in the cabinet. Like 
ſkillful pilots they have, under God, ſafely con- 
ducted our political ſhip and cargo through the 
dangers of a tempeſtuous ſeaſon, and at length 
brought us into the port of Peace and plenty.— + 
And from the preſent circumſtances of our nation, 
and firmneſs of our government, does not the 
American Republic hid fair to endure when the 
power lately armed againſt it ſhall be broken in 
pieces, and the remembrance of it, perhaps, blott- 
ed out from under heaven ! 

WHILE we contemplate the improved ſtate 
of our politics, and our happy lot among the na- 
tions of the earth, remote from the feuds and 
contentions which have infeſted Europe, it may 
not be unſeaſonable to call into view of what im- 


portance it is, and what obligations we are under 


to preſerve our character as AMERICANS. And 
| what 
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what is there which ought, and would more nat- 
urally diſtinguiſh Americans, than a national ſpir- 
it of union and love of liberty, combined with 
the habits of induſtry and frugality ? | 
Is there not reaſon to fear, that as we in- 
creaſe ; as we enlarge our connections, and extend 
our commerce ; a vain magnificence, the luſt of 
power, profuſion and luxury will creep in upon 
us, and the profligate manners of- older countries 
be imported to this, in as large cargoes as foreign 
commodities ? But why ſhould we yield to the in- 
ſidious influence of foreigners ? Why ſhould we 
ape their manners or imitate' their faſhions ?— 

Does it not better become us to erect a character 
to ourſelves, and eſtabliſh habits of our own, 
which are more worthy of imitation,. and better 
fitted to the principles of the revolution? 

__ Taz illuſtrious Patriots who laid the foun- 
dation of this riſing Republic, in the declaration of 
our INDEPENDENCE (an event which we now 
celebrate) expreſsly recommended to us to be fru- 
gal, induſtrious and temperate, ſbunning every ſpe- 
ciet of extravagance and diſſipation, and every ex- 
pen/rve diverſion. © If perſons of figure, for- 
* tune, and influence, would join in this laudible 
< reſolution, they would merit much of their 
country.” The fair daughters of America, while 
they enjoy the richeſt advantages of education, 
* would honour themſelves by encouraging ſim- 
* plicity, economy and induſtry, promoting the 
** manufactures of the country, and guarding a- 
gainſt foreign faſhions and amuſements.“ 

IT is not to be diſſembled, that © bribery, 
* corruption 


„ 
corruption and tyranny always prevail where 


S luxury'doth, and nearly in the fame propor- 


© Gong”. May the habits of temperance, m this 


country, never be loſt in the exceſſes of luxury, 


nor our liberties be ſwallowed up in a flood of 
keentiouſnels. But may the ſpark of liberty, 
kindled in America, ſpread its flame through the 
whole carth, till all the fabrications of deſpotiſm 
are demoliſhed, and the ſtandard of freedom e- 
refed in the moſt remote empires. 

ALREADY has the event we celebrate 


a lead to the emancipation of ſeveral nations from 


flavery and oppreſſion. Our Gallic Brethren, 
fired by our example, have ventured their ſingle 
reſiſtence againſt the moſt formidable combination 
of deſpots, and their unparalleled ſucceſſes ar- 
gue a deſign in Providence that they ſhall be free, 
and the cauſe of liberty univerſally prevail. © 
WIrIILE we join our ardent and affectionate 
prayers for the . of their peace, the pro- 
tection of their freedom, and the permanent ſecu- 
rity of their Government; let us ſtill be watch- 
ful over our own liberties, and endeavour to ſe- 
cure and perpetuate, by our vigilance and virtue, 


what we have gained at the expence of ſo much 


blood and treaſure. Then we may not only feli- 
citate ourſelves in recognizing thoſe paſt occur- 
rences which have contributed to build us up into 
a free Republic; but with prophetic ſagacity we 
may look through the blank ſpace of unborn a- 
ges, and fee our lateſt progeny riſing into the 
fair poſſeſſion of Freedom, and hear them call us 
bleſſed. 9 7 
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